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Remember last July and
that sunshine?
Tiffany Kearton reports on behalf of
the Village Hall Committee that the
Compton Dundon Campsite Crew
volunteers have donated £4035 to
the village hall from the money they
received for stewarding at the 2017
Glastonbury Festival.
The Committee have yet to decide
how this generous donation will be
spent but a big thank you to all the
volunteers from the village for their
hard work and contribution to upkeep and development of the Meadway Hall to the benefit of everyone.

Village Lunches
The village lunches are at 12.30 p.m. on the final Wednesday of each
month. To book a meal, please contact either:
Ally Dore 01458 445463
(allydore51@gmail.com) or
Pauline Atkins 01458 272485
(paulineatkins1944@gmail.com)
The next village lunches are on the following Wednesdays:

28th February
28th March
25th April
30th May
If you are able to join the rota for cooking
the meals or to assist your support will be
very much appreciated. Please contact Ally
or Pauline.

December 2017 Winners
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

£100 #84
£50 #20
£20 #75
£15 #39
£10 #26
£10 #86
£10 #42

Kay Williamson
Tony Blackmore
Brian Leyshon
Gemma Daye
Julie Gordon
Carole Ball
Katherine Miles

Thanks to everyone for supporting the 100 Club in 2017.
Tickets for 2018 are on sale in January and February to
start in March 2018.
Tickets are £10 for the year.
For tickets, please contact Janet Davies on 01458 272877
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Lottie & Luna Go A Step
Further
Lottie Morris from Littleton and her
dog Luna have advanced from their
success reported here last April and
have been crowned 2nd Best Junior
Agility Dog Handler in the country
at the UK Agility Grand Finals
Agility for Juniors Open Championship.

There were 18 qualifying
heats throughout 2017, they
beat 100’s of other Junior
handlers.

Luna and Lottie
demonstrate their
skills in action over
the obstacles at the
UK championships.

They train at Pawsability Dog Training and Agility in Somerton
every week, where their hard work and dedication have really paid
off.
Lottie and Luna have qualified for Crufts in March 2018.
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What’s in a name
A great deal as proud grandmother Janet Davies (she of Village 100 Club fame) reports with
this family story.
Brendan Davies & Emma Langley
of Street decided to name their
daughter and third child Harlow
Star. This just happens to be the
name of the local paper in Harlow,
Essex and before they realised, the
story was a feature in national and
regional newspapers, with media
enquires even arriving from
abroad.
See the story at: http://www.essexlive.news/all-about/harlow
Meetings are on the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday in the
month at Meadway Hall

February 6th &
20th
March 6th & 20th
April 3rd & 17th
Contact Trish Cox on 01458 447075 or email at coxelders@yahoo.co.uk

Newsletter entries
The deadline date for the March newsletter is Thursday 22nd February 2018. To submit news items/information for the newsletter,
please contact Alan Dean by either:
1. Tel: 01458 270057
2. email to alan.dean14@btinternet.com
3. Drop details into Foothills, Peak Lane, Compton Dundon, TA11 6PE
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Highlights from the 13th December meeting and
Christmas party at Meadway Hall, Compton Dundon
Only 17 members braved the elements on Wednesday evening, which was a
shame as Kay Wych, accompanied by her husband, Bill, kept us well entertained with her account of how she became a 16th century kitchen maid.
Born and bred in Glastonbury, in sight of the Tor, Kay’s early career was at a
local factory working in the office, having been brought up to the sound of typewriters clacking as her grandmother with whom she lived, was a teacher of
shorthand and typing. Quickly realising that her colleagues spoke the Queens
English whereas Kay had a distinct Somerset accent (nothing wrong with that)
Kay decided to improve her diction and joined a drama class.
Glastonbury Arts Club set her on her way, appearing in plays at Strode Theatre,
and open air theatre in the grounds of Glastonbury Abbey. Kay said think of
life’s events being governed by three seeds. The first seed Kay put in the pot was
taking part in drama The second was to study history, particularly of the local
area. The third seed was archaeology.
Slowly, as she talked, Kay transformed herself into a 16th century maid, donning the appropriate clothes. Adopting the name of Alyce, she wore only blue or
ochre as, at that time, only the rich were allowed to wear red. The material
would be wool or linen. Fleas were commonplace and little bonnets were known
as nit caps .
Alyce made things to sell, a salve for the piles made from lesser celandine roots.
Gradually the story emerged of the dissolution of the monasteries and the effect
this had on people such as Alyce. Kay was joined by Bill, appropriately dressed
as the King s Officer, who confirmed the arrest of Bishop Whiting, who was subsequently hung, drawn and quartered.
Angela thanked Kay, adding that the wearing of the costumes had added to the
authenticity of the telling of the events in the past.

(Continued on page 7)
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December 6th saw a very good attendance at the annual Christmas Dinner, held this year at the Castlebrook Inn. The warmth of the welcome from
the landlord and his wife, was matched by the excellence of the service and the
food. A first class evening, a big ‘Thank You’ to Val Day and Trish for the organising and to the Castlebrook staff.
December 4th we took part in the Group Christmas Concert held at Westonzoyland Church. Anthea had put together an interpretation of the origin of
the words of the popular carol Oh Little Town of Bethlehem, an English and an
American version. We have since received an accolade from Mo Retford of
County Music and Drama firstly thanking Anthea for playing the organ for the
general carols and secondly telling us that our presentation was exactly what she
had been looking for, so we are delighted.
Several members attended the annual carol service at Wells Cathedral.

Dates to remember: -

1. Correspondence included an invitation from Liz Brown of Walton W I to a
Kurling competition, Walton Village Hall on Friday February 16th teams of 4 - £10 per team with supporters welcome at £2 each. We hope to
field two teams.
2. Polden Hills Business Meeting, January 15 Woolavington Village
Hall 7.30p m.
3. Frances reminded members of the next concert at the Meadway Hall on
Saturday 17th February featuring the Church Fitters.

Presentation of Awards
W I Shield for Cookery at the
Flower Show - Julie Gordon
Cup for Flower of the Month Competition - Pat Maddaford
Cup for Monthly Competition - Pat

Maddaford

The competition for a Frilly Apron was won by Pat
Maddaford who also won The Flower of the Month
with a rose.

(Continued on page 8)
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After all this we were more
than ready for our Bucks
Fizz, orange juice and mince
pies.
The raffle for the Christmas Hampers was won by Angela Castle, second
Kay Wych, third Sheila Taylor, with the
fourth prize a picture of Somerset Landscape won by Janet Davies.

(This report by Wendy Edwards )

Forthcoming Women’s Institute
Meetings at Meadway Hall - second
Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m.
14th February

Lucy Harper

Moringa Oleifera

14th March

Georgie Newberry

Wedding Flowers

11th April

Yvonne Bell

Hobble Skirts & Harem
Pants

9th May

Daphne Atkinson

Life Below Stairs

13th June

Dr Frances Burroughs

A Victorian Garden

This newsletter and past
issues may be found on the village website:
www.comptondundon.com.
For the latest community news and information, follow
Compton Dundon on Facebook: www.facebook.com/comptondundon

Andrew Chiffers

Many of you will be aware of the tragic death of Andrew Chiffers at
the end of November.
Kathy writes: I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone in

the village who sent messages and cards of sympathy over the death of
Andrew; plus all those who gave their time and help. They were all very
much appreciated at this difficult time.
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Compton Dundon Gardening Club
Next meeting Monday 5th February - 7.30pm
‘The Pharmacy in the Plant’
Alan Dean will speak on chemical entities in plants
and their involvement in modern medicine

The garden club has need of some more committee members. If you would consider serving
on the committee and would like more details
you can you get in touch with Kathy on 01458
27431 or 07870831811.
Meetings are normally held in Meadway Hall each month on
the first Monday of each month from September to June at
7-30 p.m.
Date

Topic

Speaker

5th March 2018

Orchids

Howard Burnett

1st/2nd April 2018

Easter weekend

9th April 2018

History & development of
bishops’ palace gardens

May 2018

Visit to Sweet Acre Nursery, Glastonbury

June 2018

Visit to Hestercombe House & Gardens

James Cross

The Village Show needs a new coordinator. The show is scheduled for Saturday 11th August 2018 and needs your help for it
to continue. This is a vital role but comes with loads of help
and support. The organisation for this annual event is well established. If you feel you could fill this role please get in touch.
Additionally we would welcome the assistance of anyone who
can lend a hand, however small.
To help contact Lloyd Harrison at lloyd.harrison12@btinternet.com
or 01458 440551
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Compton Dundon Short
Mat Bowls Club
The Club held their annual Christmas social event on 18th December.
Twenty seven of their members were able
to attend the evening which saw them
enjoy a buffet before each member was
awarded a gift.
The evening closed after a photo call for a
record and to add to the album.
The Bowls Club meets at 7-15 p.m. on Mondays and Tuesdays each
week, in the Meadway Hall.
Why not come along for 3 free evenings, with bowls provided. Any enquiries,
please ring Michael Bell (01458 442046)

Compton Dundon Walking
Group
The December walk was cancelled due to bad
weather but an excellent lunch was had at Long
Sutton Golf Club thanks to Dick & Sue.
Unless we subsequently decide otherwise, 2018 walks will all be on the third
Sunday of each month (exceptions being if any dates clash with busy times
like Mothers' or Fathers' Day, etc). The usual start times will be 10.00 a.m. at the
Village Hall (to share cars if possible), or directly from a walk start point at
around 10.30 a.m. (in which case details will be given with general information
about a particular walk). Lunch after at a suitable hostelry.
Remaining dates for 2018 are as follows:
February 18th March 18th
April 15th
May 20th
June 24th (avoid Fathers' Day on the 17th) July 15th August 19th
September 16th
October 21st
November 18th
December 9th (avoid busier dates nearer Christmas)

As usual, we will be needing volunteers to lead walks and arrange lunch
venues. Lynda and I would be happy to start the new programme off by
leading the walk on 21st January (no details as yet, but likely to be a
walk around the Ham Wall RSPB Nature Reserve, followed by lunch at
the Ashcott Inn).
Wishing you all a Happy New Year,
Martin & Lynda Tel: 01458-273591
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Compton Dundon Cricket Club
Annual General Meeting
Sunday 18th February at 8.00pm at The Castlebrook Inn
Interested in playing cricket in the village?

The usual program of Junior Coaching will take place between May
and July on a Friday Evening.
Compton Dundon will be competing in the Mid Wessex League on
Sundays throughout the summer. (The bar will be open at home
games)
We are always looking for new players (old and young) so why
not get in touch to find out more.
Greg Jones (Secretary) 01458 272531 or greg@mor-cott.co.uk

Easter Bonanza Bingo!
24th March 2018 - Meadway Hall, Ham Lane,
Compton Dundon -Doors 6:45 Eyes down 7:30
Including all new cash bingo final flyer
Top Prize £70
Bumper prizes at this annual charity Bingo night:
£50 M&S voucher Spirits, wine and Easter Eggs
Special raffle prizes too (See our Facebook Post)
Home-made cakes, teas and coffee
A fun night out for all the family. Book it in your diary now!

All proceeds to MNDA

Raffle tickets available in advance - please follow on Facebook for details: https://www.facebook.com/events/306027039907324/?ti=icl
or contact Peter Lindsey at peter@somersetlindseys.com or 01458 440607
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The Parish Council
Parish Council Members
Cllr Greg Jones (Chairman) 272531 greg@mor-cott.co.uk
Cllr Hugh Thomas
274427 hughthomascdpc@gmail.com
Cllr Diane Churches
442078 diane.churches@live.co.uk
Cllr Tiffany Kearton
440031 faerys@gmail.com
Cllr Stephen King (Vice Chair) 274926 Pat_SteveKing@yahoo.co.uk
Cllr Geoffrey Walker
446487 walkermessages@gmail.com
Clerk: Helen Richardson
Email comptondundonclerk@gmail.com
Website: www.comptondundon-pc.gov.uk

The next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 7th February 2018 in the Meadway Hall, starting at 7-00 p.m.

A warm welcome to Helen Richardson
Helen is our new Clerk and RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) for the Parish Council. Helen writes: “I have been working as a Parish Clerk since 2014 and
enjoy working with residents to look after their community. I currently live in Clutton with my husband
and two daughters, but we are hoping to move closer
to Compton Dundon in the near future.
Previously I was employed as Commercial Manager at Gloucestershire
County Cricket Club and prior to that I led the sales team at Bristol City
Football Club. I have a Masters in Personnel Management and Business
Administration from the University of Aston and a degree in Psychology from the University of Birmingham. I am currently working towards my CiLCA qualification to be a fully qualified Parish Clerk. “

Stephen Page, South Somerset District
Councillor for the Wessex Ward (Somerton
and Compton Dundon)

Next surgery is on Saturday 24th February 2018
from 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon in the 'Full of Beans’ Cafe,
6 West Street, Somerton.
All are welcome to meet with Stephen and discuss any
concerns or issues. To make an appointment email at
stephen.page@southsomerset.gov.uk or 07519 739137
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Social Housing at Home Field Close
Following the recent vacancy for Social Housing at Home Field
Close the Parish Council sought clarification of the application
process under the Choice Based Letting system.
The Section 106 Agreement (S106) stipulates that applicants need to
have lived in the Village in the last 12 months, have family association or
have employment in the Village.
You have to be registered on Homefinder before the property is listed.
Hastoe Housing Association will write to the Parish Council in advance to
notify us that the house is coming available and to advise anyone that
may be interested to register on Homefinder. (they don't have to notify us
- they do this out of courtesy)
Under the Choice Based Letting System the property is advertised to everyone registered on Homefinder Somerset (homefindersomerset.co.uk).
Hastoe (The Landlord) receive the list of applicants in priority banding in order of time registered on Homefinder. They look at Band A first (Band A require emergency accommodation/homeless), then Band B
etc. The first person they come to (i.e. been registered the longest) that
meets the criteria of the S106 (local connection) is offered the house. But
if there is someone in Band A that registered last week (and has family
connections) they will be ahead of someone in Band B that registered last
year.
Compton Dundon is the only Parish that actually gets to verify that that
person is who they say they are - this is due to an issue 10 years ago. This
is not stipulated in the S106, but done out courtesy following the problems that arose 10 years ago.

Dean Ruddle is our County Councillor and
District Councillor for the Wessex Ward.
Next surgery on Saturday 17th February 2018 in the
White Hart Inn, Somerton from 9-30 a.m. until 11-00 a.m.
To make an appointment either call 01458 274865 or email
anne.yates@btinternet.com

South Somerset District Council Online Services
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-services/
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Parish Council Planning
Business
Items on the agenda of the
January Council meeting: a) To receive notifications of district
council planning determinations
1. 17/03501/FUL: Mr & Mrs A Whitcombe, Decoy Farm, Peak Lane, Compton
Dundon, TA11 6NZ. Partial demolition of farmyard and the erection of 4No
dwellings, associated access, turning, parking, gardens, orchards and visibility
splay improvements at Decoy Lane/Peak Lane Junction.
CONSIDERED BY AREA COMMITTEE ON 13 TH DECEMBER.
2. 17/04330/LBC: Ms C Adams, Old Rectory Farm, Peak Lane, Compton Dundon.TA11 6PE. Gournd Floor Toilet/Shower room.
APPLICATION PERMITTED WITH CONDITIONS.
3. 16/03429/PAMB: Mrs Anne Stacey. Barn at Land OS 5974 Worely Lane,
Littleton. Prior approval for the change of use of agricultural storage building to
dwelling house. APPEAL APPLICATION WITHDRAWN
4. 17/04246/REM: Mr James Godden, Land Adjoining Woodland View, Ham
Lane, Compton Dundon. The erection of a detached dwelling (Reserved Matters). APPLICATION PERMITTED WITH CONDITIONS.
5. 17/04312/FUL: Mr & Mrs Neale. Crosslands, Castlebrook, Compton Dundon. TA11 6PP. Rear two storey extension and alterations.
APPLICATION PERMITTED WITH CONDITIONS.
b) To agree responses to planning and legal consultations
1. 17/04658/PDE: Mrs T Dombey. Castlebrook House, Castlebrook, Compton
Dundon TA11 6PR. Proposed Rear Extension. (Comments not invited)
c) Other planning consultation issues
1. Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order (Compton Dundon No1)
To Receive and discuss Highways Issues
a. Termination of the current Speed Indicator Device (SID) Programme
b. Temporary Closure of A39 Main Street, Walton.
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Somerset Wildlife Trust
Somerset Wildlife Trust will use newly launched
Wildlife Trust guidelines to help secure the
provision of nature-friendly, inspirational homes
and developments, and put wildlife back into our
towns’ natural places and green spaces
11th January 2018 marked the launch of a new report by the Wildlife Trusts called ‘Homes for people and wildlife - how to build
housing in a nature-friendly way’ at a time when the Government has recently committed to building a further 300,000 homes a
year until 2022. This means that about 36 square miles will be
given over to new housing developments annually (*that’s an area
larger than Brighton & Hove every year).
The Wildlife Trusts believe that the natural
environment must be
put at the heart of planning in order to give the
government a chance of
meeting its commitment
to be the first generation to leave the environment in a better state than we
found it - and to build
new homes and communities that people enjoy
living in.

The Somerset Day
14th February
15

Sunrise
7.24a.m.
Dawn
6.50 a.m.

Sunset
5.25 p.m.
Dusk
5.59 p.m.

The Herald

Newsletter of
St Andrew’s Church
Compton Dundon

Any enquiries with regard to Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals
should be directed to the Priest in Charge, The Reverend Sharon
Walker; Tel: 01458 442297 or sharonannewalker@hotmail.com.

Church Officers
Church Wardens: Martyn Steer 273455 & Helen Thomas 274427
Treasurer: Margaret Sutton 272811

Services & Events - 4th February to 4th
March 2018
All Sunday services start at 10.00am unless otherwise stated
Date

Service

Preacher

4th February

Non-Eucharist Service

To be
announced

11th February

Holy Communion

Revd Sharon
Walker

18th February

Non-Eucharist Service

Revd David
Hatrey

25th February

Holy Communion

To be
announced

4th March

Non-Eucharist Service

Revd Diana
Greenfield
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A reminder from The Reverend
Sharon Walker
Starting in January there is a slight change
to our pattern of services at
St Andrew’s Church.
1st Sunday - Non-Eucharist service taken by Revd Diana Greenfield
2nd Sunday - Holy Communion taken by Revd Sharon Walker
3rd Sunday - Non-Eucharist service taken by Revd David Hatrey
4th Sunday - Holy Communion taken by an available Priest
The services will remain at 10-00 a.m. and we are very grateful to
those willing to take the 4th Sunday for us. We feel that it is important to
maintain a regular weekly worshipping community in Compton Dundon. It would be lovely to see you on a Sunday morning and if you haven't been to church for a while or are wondering what goes on then come
and see, a warm welcome awaits you. There is something very special
about God's people gathering together to worship Him. The words of this
Hymn tell of the powerful name of Jesus:
At the name of Jesus, Every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess him, King of glory now;
‘Tis the Father's pleasure, We should call him Lord,
Who, from the beginning, Was the mighty Word.
All are welcome, God bless, Sharon

St Andrew’s Church at Christmas
The church was beautifully decorated for the festive period
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The St Andrew’s Crib Service
Christmas Eve 2017
The church was full to capacity and the service was conducted by the Reverend Diana Greenfield.
The characters for the Nativity Group, Mary, Joseph,
the shepherds, donkey and the three wise men, (two
played by young ladies) were all young children.
A young family also came in with a six week old baby! It
made me think on the wonder of creation and new life.
Paul Atkins
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter
Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells January 2018
In Ancient Roman religion the god of beginnings
and endings was Janus. In art and sculpture he
is therefore usually depicted as having two faces,
since he looks both to the future and to the past.
And it is generally believed that the month of January is named after Janus. But
looking back and looking forward are also both very much part of the Christian
tradition and at the start of a New Year this can be a very helpful thing to do. We
so often rush from one thing to the next, from one week to the next from one
birthday to the next, from one Christmas to the next and fail to stop, to remember and to give thanks. It is certainly not sentimental or maudlin to look back
and to remember some of the people who have been instrumental in our lives.
Our parents, our teachers, our friends, colleagues at work, neighbours, people
with whom we have shared the special moments of our lives. Sometimes we will
have photos to remind us of them, or presents that perhaps they have given us.
Sometimes however we have to rely on our memories. And as we remember we
can give thanks for their example, for the love they gave us or the things they
taught us.
Paul, writing to the Philippians said: ‘Dear Friends, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable or excellent or
praiseworthy – think about such things’. Sometimes the news seems to be filled
with stories that are depressing, violent or worrying. But each of us has a fund of
memories which remind us of the goodness, grace and love which we have received from other people. Those people and the example they showed us give us
hope and inspire us ‘to lead lives worthy of the Lord’.
In that same letter to the Philippians Paul encourages his readers to ‘live up to
the example they have received’ and to strain towards what lies ahead. He sees
the Christian life as a race and speaks of ‘pressing on towards the goal to win the
prize for which God has called him’. That prize is Jesus himself. His eyes are on
what lies ahead, on all that is to come and eventually to the joys of heaven.
So as we begin a New Year let us give thanks for all that we have learnt about the
Lord in years gone by. Let us give thanks that God walks with us and watches
over us now. And let us look forward to the future, secure and confident of Jesus’ promise that he is with us always – in everything and through everything until the very end of time itself.
May the Lord bless you and watch over you in all that 2018 may bring.
With my prayers and best wishes
Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
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Tel:01458
448902

A friendly and welcoming country
pub, designed with you in mind.
Our Olde Worlde bar and Snug
Area are full of character, create a peaceful visit and allows
dogs .
Separate restaurant
adjacent to our indoor play
room, where the children can
be entertained whilst you enjoy
your time with us.
Function Room which can be laid out as you desire and has its own
bar. A private meeting room is available. There is an outside play
area and a massive camping field.
Our menus offer a wide selection including Light Bites Options, a
Kids Menu and Daily Specials. Please visit our website for more detailed information at http://castlebrookinn.com/
We always seeking ways to change our facilities and service for
the better. We look forward to seeing you.
****************************
Saturday 10th February - Wedding Dress Ball - 7.30 p.m. to
midnight - Disco & Buffet - Tickets £10
(Castlebrook charity event in aid of Motor Neurone Disease Association)
Friday 16th February - Prince & Princess Disco - 6 to 8 p.m.
An evening of dancing, party games and fun for your little
Princes & Princess’s - £2.50 per child - Fancy dress optional

Friday 16th February - Adam Watson live
9.00 p.m.
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