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The Rules
Chuck it-Whack it– Leg it
- SMILE!
Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m.
Meadway Hall Playing Field
Starting 8th May 2018
Put a ‘Spring’ in your step and join in an informal &
friendly game of Rounders—all welcome!

Village Lunches
The village lunches are at 12.30 p.m. on the final Wednesday of each
month. To book a meal, please contact either:
Ally Dore 01458 445463
(allydore51@gmail.com) or
Pauline Atkins 01458 272485
(paulineatkins1944@gmail.com)
The 2018 village lunches are on the following Wednesdays:

30th May
27th June
25th July
29th August 26th September
31st October 28th November
12th December
If you are able to join the rota for
cooking the meals or to assist your
support will be very much appreciated. Please contact Ally or
Pauline.

£15.00
£10.00
£5.00

#32 James Stallard
#16 David Dunster
# 1 Pauline Atkins

Newsletter entries
The deadline date for the June newsletter is Thursday 24th May
2018. To submit news items/information for the newsletter, please contact Alan Dean either by telephone (01458 270057), or email
(alan.dean14@btinternet.com) or drop details into Foothills, Peak Lane,
Compton Dundon, TA11 6PE
Please send documents and files in a PC compatible format - Apple ‘PAGES’
documents need converting. Photo and image files should not be compressed.
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Meetings are on the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday in the
month at Meadway Hall

May 1st & 15th
Contact Trish Cox on 01458
447075 or email at
coxelders@yahoo.co.uk

2018 Edition

Please send any additions/alterations/deletions
not already forwarded to Jill at the Post Office.
Deadline date is 1st June.
Emails to : cdpostoffice@gmail.com
or jillchampion96@gmail.com

Compton Dundon Gardening Club
Next meeting is a visit to Sweet Acre Nursery, Glastonbury on Wednesday 16th May
at 5 p.m.
All are welcome to an early evening demonstration of
successful hanging basket and tub planting. We can
all take our own baskets/planters, or buy one there, to
plant up ourselves after the demonstration , buying
the plants at a 15% discount. The staff at Sweetacre are
very experienced nurserymen and offer excellent advice.
If you want attend, please contact Ally Dore 01458
445463 as we to have an idea of numbers in advance.
Gardening Club meetings are normally held in
Meadway Hall on the first Monday evening of
each month from September to June at 7-30 p.m.
Date
June 2018
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Topic

Speaker

Visit to Hestercombe House & Gardens
near Taunton

Livestock
Worrying
Unfortunately a further
report was received in
April: “Another sheep has been killed by dogs below the Hood Monument.
It was done either first thing this morning or late yesterday. It was
obviously by large dogs as the carcass had been dragged. There were
footprints so the owners obviously know what their dogs have done.
If anyone has seen or knows of walkers who might have been there at
that time the police would be interested to hear of any sightings.”
Remember to follow the Countryside Code especially during the lambing season. If your dog attacks livestock, you could end up being responsible for offences including criminal damage and sheep worrying, as well as potential
prosecution for offences under the Dangerous Dogs Act.
Farmers have the right to shoot dogs that are worrying or attacking livestock.

Appeal for Witnesses
Police are appealing for witnesses following a collision
involving four cars in Somerset.
The incident happened at approximately 5.15pm on Wednesday 28 March on the
B3151 between Somerton and Kingsdon. The vehicles involved were a blue Ford Fiesta, a
blue Peugeot 307, a yellow Seat Ibiza and a green Volkswagen Polo. A woman in her 30s
sadly lost her unborn child following the incident. A two-year-child also suffered lifechanging injuries. Police are keen to speak to anyone who witnessed the collision and in
particular, the manner in which the Ford Fiesta was being driven before it happened.
If you have information which could help, please call us on 101 and provide
the call handler with the reference 5218066672.
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Highlights from the 11th April meeting at Meadway Hall,
Compton Dundon
How have developments in modes of transport affected ladies fashions? This
question and many more were answered by Yvonne Bell in her amusing and
informative talk, Hobble Skirts and Harem Pants.
Yvonne told us she had paid a previous visit to Meadway Hall when she gave a
talk entitled Grandmas Garden to the local Gardening Club in the main hall and
as our meeting was held in a side room due to our diminishing numbers, Yvonne
felt she had somehow been demoted.
Spending her married life in an Edwardian house which was furnished with
cheap furniture and pictures purchased at auction sales and the fact she was
born in 1938,Yvonne says she feels she can almost touch the history of the Edwardian age. Following the death of Queen Victoria, the Edwardian age was
ushered in with Edward VII and the beautiful, elegant Queen Alexandria. Alexandria loved soft materials, pastel shades, her favourite colours being those of
the sweet peas. Yvonne has a comprehensive collection of magazines of the age,
the Lady and Punch, to name but two, and obtains much of her information
from these magazines.
The fashionable shape for ladies of broad shoulders, big bosoms, tiny waist, flat
stomach and protruding bottoms was achieved with the wearing of very strict
corsetry. All this changed in the 1900 s ladies wanted freedom, to ride bicycles,
fly in aeroplanes, and in 1909 Wilber Wright was asked by Mrs Edith Burr to be
allowed to ride in his aeroplane. He agreed and when the downdraught caused
her skirts to ride high, this adventurous lady grabbed a piece of rope and wound
it around the bottom of her skirt. Mrs Burr was the First Lady to fly in an aeroplane and the flight lasted all of two minutes and seven seconds.
On alighting, Mrs Burr hobbled due to her walking being restricted by the rope
on her skirt, and thus was born the fashionable hobble skirt. Everyone wanted
one, the wearing of these skirts caused many problems, the platforms of tram
cars were lowered because ladies could not step high enough to get on the tram,

(Continued on page 7)
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and one lady was tragically killed following a fall whilst trying to get out of her
automobile.
Harem Pants came about following the coming of the Ballet Russe to London,
productions featured extravagant scenery and colourful costumes, never previously seen in ballet productions. Turkish themes, and the appearance of the
principal dancer dressed as a black slave wearing harem pants, caused a sensation.
Harem pants were worn under skirts and had the appearance of bloomers. Cartoons in Punch making fun of ladies were commonplace.
However these looser casual forms of dress were very popular, being worn for
golf, cycling, and skiing and dancing with the introduction of Rag Time and
Tango, such a contrast to the Victorian minuets. These drastic changes led to the
complaint that women were dressing and looking more like a man than a
woman.
Pat Maddaford thanked Yvonne, who went on to judge the competition for a
Shoe in Any Medium 1st - Pat Maddaford; 2nd - Janet Davies; 3rd - Mary Hayward.
The Flower of the Month was won by Mary Burt with Grape Hyacinths.
Trish announced that in future we are to take home our copy of
County News, read it and report back at the next meeting,
our thoughts on the contents and whether we would like to take
part in any of the advertised events.
At a recent Road Show at the Meadway Hall the committee members had carried out the catering. and a profit of £312.50 was subsequently banked. This is very commendable, it involved a lot of hard work by a
dedicated team of workers.
Pat presented the Financial Statement showing a healthy balance.
At the forthcoming village Flower Show the competition for the W I Shield is for
Five Choc Chip Muffins.
April 12th - the WI outing took us by coach to Kingsclere where we first
visited Andrew Balding’s racing stables and then Highclere Castle where
Downton abbey is filmed. (See photos next page) We were treated like Kings &
Queens by Andrew Balding’s wife Anna Lisa with a wonderful treat of delicious
baked goods and coffee when we arrived. Anna Lisa then took us on a most fascinating tour of the stables where we saw horses working and learnt a lot about the
life of a racing stable. With nearly 200 horses and around 80 staff it is an extremely busy operation. We were taken by “battle wagon” to the gallops and saw
the “fourth lot” of mainly 2 year old fillies and colts working up the gallops. Just
like human boys and girls the colts go first so that they aren’t distracted by the
fillies and they tend to behave better in this order!
(Continued on page 8)
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Highclere Castle is a wonderful house.
Major re-building works in the 18th and
19th centuries converted the 12th century
house into a classical Georgian Mansion.
The Earls of Carnarvon have been associated with the house since the Herbert family inherited it in the 17th century. The current 8th Earl and his Countess partially
live in the house and are very much a part
of the day-to-day workings of the house.
Superb vaulted and baroque ceilings, glorious Italian silk embroidered wall
panels, elegant furniture and family portraits fill the house with colour and
history. During WW1 the house was turned into a hospital for returning
wounded soldiers and during WW2 evacuees from London were housed there.
The Egyptian Exhibition in the house covers the 5th Earl’s finding of Tutankhamun and his treasures. In each room there are pictures of scenes from the
“Downton Abbey” series, showing the actors in the fashions and with the furniture of that era. Alongside current family photographs it makes for a very interesting slice of history.
Kingsclere - Racing Stables

Dates to Remember: -

9th May - see below - the competition is a Piece of Kitchenalia.
26th May - Celebration of Votes for Women & SFWI: 12 noon to 3.30 p.m. Meadway Hall Compton Dundon with Ploughman’s Lunch
Entertainment 7.50 p.m.
18th July - Visit to Midelney Manor House with cream tea.
Forthcoming Women’s Institute Meetings at Meadway Hall - second Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m.

9th May
13th June
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Annual General Meeting
Daphne Atkinson

Life Below Stairs

Dr Frances Burroughs

A Victorian Garden

Compton Dundon Golf Society
(Filton Golf Club visit
on 12th April (very
wet) was cancelled & a
few went elsewhere)
Once upon a time there
was a little golf trolley.
She had been a faithful servant for several years. It
was April and Trolley was
getting excited – she was
going to support her owner
on another round of golf and today she was going all the way to Filton. She was
snuggled up in the back of his van ready to go, when suddenly the doors opened
and Owner appeared. “Not today Trolley” he said, “those people at Filton say we
must carry our bags – no trolleys allowed on the course – it’s too wet.”
Trolley was taken out and placed in a corner, feeling very sad that her exciting
day was cancelled, but no! - a few minutes later Owner appeared again and said
“Come on, Trolley, we are off to Wells instead, we can use trollies there!” Back in
the van Trolley settled down next to Bag, who was feeling very proud of himself,
holding all the clubs with their pretty woolly covers on.
Once they arrived at Wells, all started well. Owner placed Bag into Trolley’s care
and she gripped on tight to make sure all was secure. Owner chose a club and
drove mightily down the fairway, and off they went.
Behind them, Royston played a wonderful drive down the fairway and followed
this by burying his ball 3 inches under the surface at a similar distance in front of
where his ball had started.
Trolley and Bag continued their sterling work, supporting Owner on his round
until the 6th Tee. Owner placed Trolley at the side of the tee, played a practice
shot, and smacked Trolley and Bag with his club. Poor Trolley!
Nevertheless she carried on obediently until the 12th tee, when Owner pulled her
straight into a rock on the fairway and her wheel broke and fell off. Owner tried
hard to make Trolley better, but nothing he did could make her better. He
hoisted Trolley with Bag still attached and put them both over his shoulder and
carried them to the green, where he continued his game of golf, oblivious to the
suffering of poor Trolley.
That heartless Owner then left Trolley at the 13th tee all alone, feeling very sad,
while he carried Bag (minus some of his clubs) to finish his round. When he re-

(Continued on page 10)
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turned, he retrieved poor Trolley saying “ Well that’s the end of that one!” What
fate is to befall Trolley?
If you have been affected by this story, you can phone the Helpline – Trollies R
Us or make a donation to The Rob Litston Replacement Trolley Appeal.
The next CDGS outing will be Thursday May 10th at Weymouth, when we
might get some dry weather!
Contact Richard Conway 445977.
Advance notice - on Friday 31st August we are organising a Charity
Golf Day in aid of Cancer Research at Wedmore Golf Club. It will be a
Texas Scramble for teams of Four.
For the uninitiated (which includes me!) – this means you get a good player and
you all place your balls wherever they hit theirs and it makes you appear to be a
better golfer (or something like that!)
The day includes bacon rolls and coffee, round of golf and a 2 course
meal, plus a proportion of the entry fee goes to the charity. The cost
will be £45 per person. Why not get a team together?

Butterfly Conservation
Sarah Meredith is running a Heritage Lottery
Funded project in the Somerton/Street area
focusing on the Large Blue and the Brown Hairstreak butterflies. She has
organised a Large Blue Festival in Compton Dundon on Thursday 31st
May 2018 in Meadway Hall from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. including many different activities for families. Please come and help support this conservation effort.
If you are able to help run and sell refreshments on the day, please contact Sarah
(Conservation Officer - Large Blue) on 07736287306

Just started or have many years playing an instrument? Come and join our friendly and supportive
music club. All ages and abilities welcome. Fee’s for
under 18’s: £32 a term for
10 x 1 hour sessions.
For more information:
www.somersetcosmic.org
or infocosmicmusic.gmail.com
or 07745 554771
Current and past issues on the village website:
www.comptondundon.com. For the latest community news
and information, follow Compton Dundon on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/comptondundon
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The Castlebrook Inn

Tel:01458
448902

Tuesday evening (twos-day)
2 dining, Buy one get 1 half price
Cheapest meal half price

Wednesdays evening (r“hump day”)
Our
friendly
and
welcoming
country
pub,
designed
with you
in mind.

2 x 8oz Rump steaks & all the trimmings for £20

Thursday evening (thirst-day)
A drink with your meal for an extra £1
On selected drinks/ measures

Friday evening (fry-day)
Battered Cod, chips and peas for

Battered Cod, chips & peas

Always
seeking
ways to
improve
our facilities and
service.
We look
forward
to seeing
you.

Saturday evening (sat-turf-day)
Add a surf to your turf for £1 (all steaks inc).

Saturday 19th May - Royal Wedding ‘After’ Party
Wedding will be screened from 12 noon followed by live music, kids games, Morris dancers, and disco/ karaoke and more

THE ARTS SOCIETY, MID SOMERSET

15th May Charles Saatchi - A modern Medici
19th June Three Great Families and their Gardens

The Arts Society illustrated lectures at Caryford Hall, Castle
Cary BA7 7JJ at 11-00 a.m. - free parking.
Entry fee £6. Information 01963 350 132

A Thank You

- Stuart Stacey of Littleton , wishes to say “Thank

you” for the kind messages and cards of sympathy and support he received in
the days after the sad loss of his wife Mary Stacey in February.
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Compton Dundon Short
Mat Bowls Club
The Bowls Club meets at 7-15 p.m.
on Mondays and Tuesdays each
week, in the Meadway Hall.
Why not come along for 3 free evenings, with bowls provided.
Any enquiries, please ring Michael
Bell (01458 442046)

Compton Dundon Walking Group
Unless decided otherwise, 2018 walks will
all be on the third Sunday of each
month (exceptions being if any dates clash
with busy times like Mothers' or Fathers'
Day, etc). The usual start times will be
10.00 a.m. at the Village Hall (to share cars
if possible), or directly from a walk start
point at around 10.30 a.m. (in which case
details will be given with general information about a particular walk). Lunch after at
a suitable hostelry.
Remaining dates for 2018 are as follows:
May 20th
June 24th (avoid Fathers' Day on the 17th)
July 15th
August 19th
September 16th
October 21st
November 18th December 9th (avoid busier dates nearer Christmas)

As usual, we need volunteers to lead walks and arrange lunch venues.
Contact: - Martin & Lynda

The Somerset Day
16th May
12

Tel: 01458-273591

Sunrise
5.18 a.m.
Dawn
4.37 a.m.

Sunset
8.56 p.m.
Dusk
9.37 p.m.

Compton Dundon Cricket Club
The second of two early
season friendly matches
is away to Shapwick &
Polden on 6th May
Compton Dundon will be
competing in the
Mid Wessex League on
Sundays throughout the
summer. (The bar will be
open at home games)
The club will start their campaign against Broadwindsor on Sunday
13th May (Away).
The first home game is on Sunday 20th May against Long Sutton
then away at Butleigh on Sunday 3rd June

Junior Coaching starts on Friday 4th May at 6-00 p.m. (“Star
Wars Day”) and continues on a Friday evenings until July: all welcome at £1 a week.

Interested in playing cricket in the village?
We are always looking for players and this year we have a number of key
players out with injury or away studying. If you are able to play for your
local “Village” club; even if just occasionally please contact Pete Lindsey
on 440706.


60th Anniversary Celebrations
The Anniversary Dinner will be on Saturday 13th October at the
Meadway Hall.
Please watch out for more details.
Greg Jones (Secretary) 01458 272531 or greg@mor-cott.co.uk
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The Parish Council
Parish Council Members
Cllr Greg Jones (Chairman)
Cllr Hugh Thomas
Cllr Diane Churches
Cllr Tiffany Kearton
Cllr Stephen King (Vice Chair)
Cllr Geoffrey Walker
Cllr Chris Swain
Clerk: Helen Richardson

272531 greg@mor-cott.co.uk
274427 hughthomascdpc@gmail.com
442078 diane.churches@live.co.uk
440031 faerys@gmail.com
274926 Pat_SteveKing@yahoo.co.uk
446487 walkermessages@gmail.com
273597 christopher.swain@muller.co.uk
Email: comptondundonclerk@gmail.com

The next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 2nd May
2018 in the Meadway Hall, starting at 7-00 p.m.

Dean Ruddle is our County Councillor and
District Councillor for the Wessex Ward.
Next surgery on Saturday 26th May 2018 in the White
Hart Inn, Somerton from 9-30 a.m. until 11-00 a.m. To make
an appointment either call 01458 274865 or email
anne.yates@btinternet.com

Stephen Page, South Somerset District
Councillor for the Wessex Ward (Somerton
and Compton Dundon) will be holding his regular

monthly surgery is on Saturday 26th May 2018 from
11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon in the 'Full of Beans’ Cafe, 6
West Street, Somerton. All are welcome to meet with
Stephen and discuss any concerns or issues. To make an
appointment email at stephen.page@southsomerset.gov.uk or 07519
739137

South Somerset District Council
Waste Collections for Bank Holiday - Monday 1st May - all collections
during that week will be one day later, including Friday 5th May pick-ups on
Saturday 6th May. Spring Bank Holiday - Monday 29th May - one-daylater pick-ups during that week, with Friday 2nd June on Saturday 3rd June.
Recycling sites on usual schedules in both weeks, with all 16 opening at 8am on
Saturdays, Sundays and both Bank Holiday Mondays.
Online Services at http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-services/
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Parish Council Planning Business
Items on the agenda of the April Council
meeting: a) To receive notifications of district council
planning determinations
1. 18/00029/REM. Mr & Mrs Paul Riley. Land East of 9 Ham Lane,
Compton Dundon. TA11 6PQ. Application for Reserved Matters following
approval of 16/04312/OUT for the erection of 2 No. dwellings to include
details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale. APPLICATION REFUSED

Somerset County Council
Libraries Consultation 2018
At the February meeting of the Parish Council, Dean Ruddle,
our County Councillor urged residents to respond to the forthcoming library consultation. Both Street Library and Somerton Library are under threat of closure.
To ensure communities have sufficient time to explore the options the consultation period has been extended for a further 7 weeks, ending Wednesday 13th
June (originally 22nd April). Details of the consultation and background information are available at www.Somerset.gov.uk/librariesconsultation.

Village Hall Committee Vacancies
The Village Hall Committee meets every first Thursday of the month and
is responsible for the maintenance of the building and the bookings, income and fundraising needed to keep the building in good condition. The
committee is made up of representatives of each local group that uses the
hall and some elected members. This year we have 2 vacancies, ideally
for the post of Treasurer and the Bookings Secretary. If you are interested in joining the committee or you would like to know what the posts
involve then please contact Tiffany on faerys@gmail.com or join us for
our May meeting which is on Thursday the 3rd of May at 7.30pm.
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The Herald

Newsletter of
St Andrew’s Church
Compton Dundon

Any enquiries with regard to Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals
should be directed to the Priest in Charge, The Reverend Sharon
Walker; Tel: 01458 442297 or sharonannewalker@hotmail.com.

Church Officers
Church Wardens: Martyn Steer 273455 & Helen Thomas 274427
Treasurer: Margaret Sutton 272811

Services & Events - 6th to 28th May 2018
All Sunday services start at 10.00am unless otherwise stated
Date
6th May

13th May
20th May

Service

Preacher

Worship & Word

Revd Diana
Greenfield

Holy Communion,

Family Service

Revd Sharon
Walker
Revd David
Hatrey

Flower Festival
26th to 28th May
Sunday 27th at 6 p.m. Choral Evensong
Monday 28th
May 12 noon to
4 p.m.
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May Fair & Barbecue in the Church
Yard

Concert - Bach and Beyond
Friday 22nd June 2018 at 7.30pm
We are lucky to be hosting another
musical event in St Andrew’s Church,
this time a concert by the talented
musicians Huw Wiggin, professor
of saxophone at the Royal Academy of Music, and Oliver Wass,
an award-winning harpist.
Their performance will include a wide
range of music and promises to be another wonderful musical evening.
The cost of the tickets, £10 for adults and £5 for children, includes light refreshments. This concert is sponsored by The
Countess of Munster Musical Trust which supports young musicians towards postgraduate studies, some instrument purchase and
runs a Recital Scheme.

Church Spring Clean
The annual Church Spring Clean will take
place this year on Wednesday 23rd May so
that it will be looking at its best for the Flower
Festival. So if you can help, please don your
Marigolds and come along at 10.30 a.m.
with your dusters to help us spruce up the
Church. Refreshments will be provided.
Letter extract - Right Revd Peter Hancock Bishop of Bath & Wells -April 2018

So much to celebrate

Pride is something we all need to be careful about. It is regarded
as one of the ‘seven deadly sins’ and it is often said that ‘Pride
comes before a fall’. John Ruskin captured that thought when
he said that ‘Pride is at the bottom of all great mistakes’. And
that is probably true... But pride may not always be bad ....
On Somerset Day let’s make an effort to pray for our local communities and
those who serve us in every walk of life. There is so much to celebrate, so much
to thank God for and so much to be proud of.
(See the Bishop’s complete letter at http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Bishop-Peter-Message-May-2018.pdf)

17

18

St Andrew’s Church

Flower Festival & Fun Day
Saturday May 26th to Monday May 28th 2018
The St Andrew’s Flower Festival, which is held every two
years, will take place in the Church over the Spring Bank Holiday
weekend opening on Saturday 26 May. If you would like to contribute towards one of the displays, perhaps in memory of
someone or to commemorate some event important to your family, speak to Angie Castle (01458 272371) or one of the
Churchwardens. All contributions will be most gratefully received.
On the Sunday evening at 6pm, there will be a Choral Evensong in St Andrew’s Church followed by light refreshments – please see the poster in this
newsletter. The choral group Intermedii, who will be singing at our service,
was created after a weekend workshop around 1985 by Chris Vigar and some
friends who then went on to sing at festivals in Chichester and Cornwall and in
concerts at many venues including London. Chris and his wife moved to Luxembourg where like-minded folk joined them to create a different Intermedii
formed of eight singers and no conductor. That group has sung extensively in
concerts, festivals and soirées in Luxembourg, France, Belgium and the UK. The
singers in the present incarnation of Intermedii are from both sides of the Channel and are conducted on a regular basis by Shane Fletcher. The name
‘Intermedii’ is drawn from the tradition of musical interludes performed at intervals in the Medici Court in Renaissance Florence. Please do come along to
what will be an inspiring evening service with some beautiful singing.
This year, in place of the usual village Hog Roast which is normally held in early
June, there will be a Fun Day on Monday 28th May for the whole community of Compton Dundon. This will take place in the Church grounds and
will include a Barbecue, Cider Punch
And Soft Drinks, a Plant stall, a Jam
and Preserves stall and a Cake stall
among others. There will also be a Raffle
and Activities for Children with
music by Hoodwinked.
We are looking for people who would be prepared to provide plants, cakes and
jams for the different stalls or raffle prizes, or who would just be happy to help
on the day. We also need empty wine bottles and empty jam jars!
If you can help in any way, please contact either Helen (274427) or
Martyn (273455) or speak to one of the members of the Church.
Your help will be very much appreciated.
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